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served his Suzerain during the war, will have rendered,
by his conduct in regard to a work of peace, a not less
signal service, and thus will be fulfilled the prediction
of Napoleon I at the beginning of the century, that the
execution of the canal from sea to sea would contribute
to the glory and to the maintenance of the Ottoman
Empire."
This clear and noble utterance was bound to cany
weight in all the European capitals. It began to appear
that the British Government was taking up a dog in the
manger attitude, which was inexcusable. De Lesseps'
cause had now become a war of justice, reason and
humanity against pettiness and insular self-esteem.
De Lesseps himself hit out straight from the shoulder
in a letter to Richard Cobden dated from Cairo,
November 22nd, 1856. " How can it be imagined,"
he said, " that people on the Continent will believe in
the sincerity of England, in her zeal for universal pro-
gress, civilisation, and public wealth, if it is seen that
England, where public opinion reigns supreme, allows
her Government to continue its incredible opposition
to the Suez Canal, a private enterprise, in the origin,
constitution, and object of which there is nothing to
awaken any suspicion of political rivalry? How can
the apostles of free trade and open competition pro-
pagate their doctrines when the two leading members
of the Cabinet, who recently figured in their ranks,
will not agree, through fear or horror of competition,
to the suppression of a narrow neck of land which
divides the two most opulent of seas, and stands
as a feeble barrier against all the navies of the
globe? "